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Tech. Sgt. Nate Robin, 332nd Expeditionary Aircraft Maintenance Squadron,
marshals a 332nd Expeditionary Fighter Squadron F-16. 

Showing support CERAP controllers assist pilots
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RED HORSE ‘can do’

COMBAT AIRPOWER FOR AMERICA ... RIGHT HERE, RIGHT NOW!

11/28/2005 - SOUTHWEST ASIA —
U.S. Air Force F-16s from Balad Air
Base successfully bombed a booby-
trapped house in the vicinity of Al
Mahmudiyah, Iraq,  Nov. 23 in support
of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

Anti-Iraqi forces had attacked Iraqi
army soldiers with an improvised
explosive device Nov. 21. Coalition
ground forces then secured and
searched the area of the attack, discov-
ering the booby-trapped house, also
used as a terrorist hideout. 

After an explosive ordnance dispos-
al team investigated the house and the
surrounding area was cleared of civil-
ians, 332nd Expeditionary Fighter
Squadron F-16s dropped 500-pound
precision-guided bombs and destroyed
the target. 

The F-16s involved in this air strike
are deployed here from the 457th
Fighter Squadron, Naval Air Station/
Joint Reserve Base Fort Worth-
Carswell Field, Texas.

“We are here to support the guys on
See F-16s, Page 4

AF fighters destroy terrorist hideout

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Victoria Murdock
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The Red Tail Flyer is published by the 332nd Air Expeditionary
Wing Public Affairs Office.
This funded Air Force newsletter is an authorized publication for

members of the U.S. military services overseas. Contents of the
Red Tail Flyer are not necessarily the official views of, or
endorsed by, the U.S. Government, the  Department of Defense
or the Department of the Air Force.

The editorial content is edited, prepared and provided by the
public affairs office of the 332nd AEW at Balad Air Base, Iraq.  All
photos are Air Force photos, unless otherwise indicated. The
deadline for all editorial submissions is noon the Friday prior to
the date of publication. The public affairs office can be contacted
at 443-6005, or by e-mail at: redtailflyer@blab.centaf.af.mil or
332aew.pa@blab.centaf.af.mil.

http://www.afnews.af.mil/iraq/baladarchive/current.pdf

As a service for Balad Airmen, the 332nd Air Expeditionary Wing
operates the Commander's Action Line program.
The line is a way for Balad Air Base members to get answers to
questions or express concerns about life on the base. Brig. Gen.
Frank Gorenc, 332nd AEW commander, gives action line queries his
personal attention.The Red Tail Flyer will publish those items that are
judged to be of general interest to the Balad Air Base population. 
In addition to using the commander’s action line, Balad Airmen are
asked to remember their chain of command when dealing with prob-
lems and concerns.
The Commander’s Action Line can be reached via e-mail at redtailfly-
er@blab.centaf.af.mil. Those using the action line should include
name, unit and phone number in case additional information is need-
ed and for a timely response.

Brig. Gen. Frank Gorenc, 332nd Air Exped-
itionary Wing commander, meets with country
music singer Aaron Tippin before a perform-
ance for Airmen and Soldiers here.

Photo by Airman 1st Class Chad Watkins

Showing support
Country music singer Aaron Tippin writes a message to troops at the
Air Force Theater Hospital during his visit at Balad Air Base and
Logistical Support Area Anaconda Nov. 25.

Photos by Airman 1st Class Chad Watkins

Country music singer Aaron Tippin per-
forms for Airmen and Soldiers Nov. 25.
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BBalad alad Air BAir Basease
News NoNews Notestes

Cyber Café opens
The Cyber Café located next to

the library is now open, offering
access to computers and phones
24 hours a day seven days a week. 

Wing coins available
The new 332nd Air Exped-

itionary Wing coin can be purchased
at H6 Rec. Tent for $5.

Mailing deadlines
Individuals who wish to mail

holiday greetings home should send
their priority and first class letters
and cards by Tuesday.

Looking for volunteers
Individuals interested in volun-

teering at the post office during the
holiday season should contact
Capt. Steven Pena at 443-7548.

Driving on Sapper Street
When driving west on Sapper

Street drivers are reminded the first
right hand turn is for vehicle inspec-
tions, the second right is for entrance
to H6 and the third is for thru traffic.

Reporting injuries
Injured Airmen who seek med-

ical treatment must complete an
Air Combat Command Form 164.
This form to be turned into their
supervisor and forwarded to the
safety office. For more informa-
tion, call 443-6111.

Diamond Sharp awards
Congratulations to the Diamond

Sharp award winners: Senior
Airman Todd Hall, 332nd  Exped-
itionary Aircraft Maintenance
Squadron; Senior Airman Kyle
Parks, 332nd Expeditionary
Maintenance Squadron; Senior
Airman Allison Goren, 332nd Per-
sonnel Support for Contingency
Operations; Senior Airman Lester
Stephens, 727th Expeditionary Air
Control Squadron; and Senior
Airman Steven Temple, 732nd Ex-
peditionary Security Forces
Squadron.

Airmen advance education
Despite long hours and challenging

work, many Airmen at Balad Air Base are
making it a point to take advantage of the
educational opportunities here.

"We broke the wing record for tests in
one rotation after only eight weeks and are
on the verge of topping all previous rota-
tion testing numbers combined," said Lt.
Col. John Williams, 332nd Expeditionary
Services Squadron commander. "Our
wing commander has charged us to nur-
ture our future leaders and we in services
have gone on a campaign to reach every
Airman through testing." 

The education office here offers ACT
and college credit by examination testing,
career development course testing, officer
and enlisted professional military educa-
tion testing and proctoring for a multitude
of colleges and universities. 

"Having your degree opens many
doors," said Tech. Sgt. Susan McCarter,
332nd ESVS test control officer. A degree
serves as a quarterly board asset, is neces-
sary to jump from enlisted to officer and
increases job marketability.

"Tests should be scheduled early
because seats and test are limited. I will

accept last minute testees as long as I can
support them," Sergeant McCarter said.
"Electronic CDC or PME test results are
available instantaneously and CLEP and
DANTES test results post on the Air
Force Virtual Education Center Web site
in about five weeks and paper results are
sent to my office in about eight weeks."

All Airmen are encouraged to take
advantage of the educational opportunities
that are available to them here.

"In this environment, the demands from
outside influences are significantly reduced
and the opportunity to study with less inter-
ruption is increased," Sergeant McCarter
said. "Being away from your home station
shouldn't mean that your education has to
stop and with the testing opportunities
available here, it doesn't have to."

The college level examination testing is
open to all military personnel at no cost,
Sergeant McCarter said. Civilian personnel
are allowed to test on a space available
basis, but are required to pay for their tests,
which range from $60 to $445 per exam.

Testing is offered Mondays at 1:30 p.m.
and Tuesdays through Saturdays at 9 a.m.
and 1:30 p.m.

For more information, call the educa-
tion office at 443-6953.

(Left to right) Tech. Sgt. Susan McCarter, 332nd Expeditionary Services
Squadron, assists Airman 1st Class Richard Scott, 332nd Expeditionary
Aircraft Maintenance Squadron log into a career development course test.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Tammie Moore

By Staff Sgt. Tammie Moore
332nd AEW Public Affairs



In a cold, dark box, about the size of a small bedroom and set
apart from everything else at Balad Air Base, sit the 332nd
Expeditionary Operations Support Squadron Combined Enroute
Radar Approach controllers.

The CERAP controllers are responsible for maintaining the
airspace in central Iraq and handling air traffic for both military
and civilian aircraft flowing in and out of Balad and Baghdad
International Airport, said 1st Lt. Erin Decker, 332nd EOSS air-
field flight operations officer.

"Radar controllers have a lot of responsibility," said Tech. Sgt.
Rich Lopez, 332nd EOSS radar controller. "They work hard to
provide a smooth and efficient operation around the tactical air-
space."      

The CERAP controllers provide two main services for aircraft
entering their airspace — approach and en route service.

Approach service vectors in aircraft coming into or leaving an
airfield or airport. Anything between five and 50 miles is handled
by this service, Lieutenant Decker said. En route service is
responsible for handling the super highways of the skies. They
keep the air traffic flowing through central Iraq, entering and
leaving the country. 

To perform the task, enlisted Airmen spend two hours at a time
watching a radar scope, which tells them the altitude, direction
and the separation from other aircraft. These Airmen conduct
more than 500 operations a day. 

"This is the best job you can have in the Air Force," said Senior
Airman David Hyman, 332nd EOSS radar controller. "It gets
busy in here and I like it busy." 

The six-member crews work with tactical equipment and han-
dle 10 to 30 operations at a time.

There is one radar final controller who works each shift. Their
responsibility is to assist pilots during approaches and landings
during inclement weather or poor visibility, Lieutenant Decker
said. 

They use a system called the precision approach radar that tells
them exactly what the aircraft is doing, allowing the controller to

relay the information to the pilots with less than a five-second
lapse between transmissions.

One of the most difficult jobs that CERAP has is coordinating
air traffic around the tactical battle airspace, which can pop up
quickly. 

"This is the most complex operation I have ever seen," said
Staff Sgt. Brandon Oyen, 332nd EOSS radar air traffic controller.
"It becomes difficult when Kingpin activates tactical battle air-
space and we have to weave air traffic between that tactical bat-
tle airspace."

The CERAP, along with the tower controllers, maintains con-
trol of civil air traffic in theater. 

"We follow the same rules and regulations as a normal airport
would back in the states for air traffic management," Lieutenant
Decker said.
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Combined Enroute Radar Approach controller Airmen
from the 332nd Expeditionary Operations Support
Squadron monitor air traffic.  

Photo by Senior Airman Bryan Franks

CERAP controllers assist pilots

the ground and do what ever we can to
help them out,” said Capt. Clay
Johnson, 332nd EFS pilot. 

The precision-guided bombs used to
help ensure the safety of ground troops,
better known as GBU-38s, were Joint
Direct Attack Munitions. The JDAMS
are especially designed to reduce collat-

eral damage, limit unintended casualties
and take the fight up close and personal
to enemy insurgents.

This munition autonomously navi-
gates to the designated target coordi-
nates, which can be loaded into the air-
craft before takeoff or manually altered
by the aircrew before weapon release.

Since January there have been more
than 480 air strikes against insurgent

staging areas, buildings where anti-
coalition forces are hiding, motor-firing
sites, improvised explosive device loca-
tions and weapons caches. 

More than 15,000 air strike missions
have been flown in 2005 providing close-
air support for coalition ground forces
involved in Operation Iraqi Freedom.

(Editors note: Information courtesy
of Air Force Print News.) 

F-16s, from Page 1 

By Senior Airman Bryan Franks
332nd AEW Public Affairs



The responsibility of completing nine
construction projects at Balad Air Base,
totaling more than $6 million, falls into the
hands of 70 Rapid Engineering
Deployable Heavy Operations Repair
Squadron Engineers better known as RED
HORSE.

These Airmen have forward deployed
to Balad from the 1st Expeditionary RED
HORSE Group, located in Southwest
Asia, and the 557th Expeditionary RED
HORSE Squadron at Forward Operating
Base Q-West, Iraq.

All told, there are more than 550 active-
duty, guard and reserve Airmen deployed
to these RED HORSE units working at
various locations in the area of responsi-
bility ranging from Balad to Kandahar Air
Field, Afghanistan. The projects they are
undertaking range from expanding flight-
lines to building pavilions. 

Generally speaking, the 400 Airmen
assigned to the 557th ERHS perform work

throughout Iraq, said Capt. Steve Thomas,
557th ERHS project engineer. The other
Airmen are assigned to the 1st ERHG
which performs work across the AOR.  

To employ a group of this size efficient-

ly throughout the AOR, the units operate
on a hub and spoke concept, said Capt.
Michael E. Crosse, 1st ERHG Balad offi-
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(Left to right) Tech. Sgt. Scott Miller and Staff Sergeant Michael Garcia, both
from the 1st Expeditionary RED HORSE Group, get ready to place asphalt. 

Senior Airman Blake Ebbert, 557th Expeditionary RED HORSE Squadron, applies a brush finish to recently poured
concrete. The 557th ERHS is forwarded deployed to Balad from Forward Operating Base Q-West, Iraq.

By Staff Sgt. Tammie Moore
332nd AEW Public Affairs

RREEDD  HHOORRSSEE  ��ccaann  ddoo��  aannyytthhiinngg

See RED HORSE, Page 6

Photo by Capt. Steven Thomas

Photo by Navy Lt. Michael Popovich
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cer in charge. A central base is used for
each group, serving as the hub, and from
this the units branch out to work at the
locations Central Air Force determines
need RED HORSE support.

When forward deployed, the RED
HORSE Airmen perform projects that
might be outside of the base-level civil
engineers scope.

"Our specialty is conducting heavy con-
struction throughout the world in a rapid
manner," Captain Thomas said. 

When the RED HORSE teams arrive at
their forward deployed locations, they
remain until their projects are completed
— whether is takes a few weeks or a few
months. If projects continue past a given
units deployment window, that unit will
hand over construction operations to the
next RED HORSE team that rotates into
the AOR.  

They also help local civil engineers
with additional projects.

"Once we are at a base, if we can assist
them in anyway outside of the realm we
are deployed to work in, we do," Captain
Crosse said.

Flexibility has been a key part of man-
aging RED HORSE teams as they travel
across the AOR. 

"We go where the work is," Captain
Thomas said. "When our jobs at one base
are done, we leave there and head to our
next assignment. During an average RED
HORSE deployment, personnel often
move locations several times while work-
ing on several different construction proj-
ects." 

Being able to work at Balad is something
the RED HORSE Airmen are proud of.

"The way I look at it, we are not only
here to achieve the mission — we are a
part of history ensuring the future of Balad
Air Base and Iraq," said Chief Master Sgt.
Mark Darden, 1st ERHG operations
superintendent.

While at Balad, RED HORSE is work-
ing steadily to complete nine projects
designed to enhance mission capabilities
here. Some of the larger of these include:

K-Span facilities
"We are constructing six K-Span facili-

ties to allow the 332nd Expeditionary
Civil Engineering Squadron to centralize
CE operations and transition from hard-
ened aircraft hangars," Chief Darden said. 

"K-Spans are expedite-method facilities
that RED HORSE units specialize in con-
structing."

"The K-Spans we are constructing at
Balad are 60 by 140 feet and will provide
50,000 square feet of office and storage
space once completed," Chief Darden said.
"The hangars currently being used will
eventually be restored to provide addition-
al space for aircraft and maintainers."

Ramp widening
A crew of 11 Airmen widened an airfield

ramp, said Navy Lt. Michael Popovich, 1st
ERHG Navy exchange program project
officer. This team had to demolish and
remove 1,300 square yards of pavement
and concrete before they could begin laying
the 6,000 tons of asphalt needed to com-
plete the $800,000 project.  

(Left to right) Staff Sgt. Alfredo Perez and Senior Airman Miguel Tarango, both
from the 557th Expeditionary RED HORSE Squadron, direct the concrete
pump truck chute while pouring concrete for a helicopter landing pad.

RED HORSE, from Page 5 

Tech. Sgt. Gregory Roger, 1st Exped-
itionary RED HORSE Group, washes
down the interior of a new K-Span in
preparation for primer and interior
spray-on insulation.

Photo by Capt. Steven Thomas

Courtesy photo
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Prior to departing my home station, I
reviewed my notes from the
Comptroller Contingency Training
Course and articles from finance per-
sonnel with deployment experience and
I ran across the question, "Why are
comptrollers needed in a contingency
environment?"  

The textbook answer focuses on our
role as subject matter experts in all
aspects of fiscal law and policy, the
importance of how we manage funds
and account for cash in the area of
responsibility and the substantial role
we play in paying local contractors.  

A wartime economy needs cash to
operate, and the Iraqi economy is no
different. Initially, the U.S. brought in
more than $7 billion — none of it tax-
payers' money. It was all Iraqi oil rev-
enue. This all sounded exciting to
someone who hadn't deployed before!

I've been in country for more than 90
days and now I have personally con-
firmed the importance of each of the
roles listed above, but my office of
"combat comptrollers" has found our
measure of worth in a much more basic
theory … the theory of FM2: 
332 AEW/FM = "Finding Money" to
be a "Force Multiplier" = FM2

Finding money
As most of you know, we operate in

a requirements based environment. As
commanders identify what they need to
accomplish the mission and the things
they need to purchase to ensure quality
of work, finance ensures we have the
dollars available to buy the supplies,
equipment or contractual services
required.

If you need an example, just look
around this base and see how much it's
changed since air and space expedi-
tionary force rotation seven and eight
arrived. We are bedding down new
operational missions, converting tents
to trailers, enhancing the command and
control network and improving the
quality of where you live and work
every day. We are ensuring a capability
to deliver combat air power long after
our rotation is gone.  

Even though we are not constrained
by an annual budget, we must be mind-
ful of our responsibility to be good
stewards of the money we are spending
and ensure we are only buying mission
critical capability. This is a team effort,
from operators and maintainers on the
flight line, to life-saving surgeries, to
critical combat support functions or
unit resource advisors and commanders
advocating their mission needs.  

Force Multiplier
Our most satisfying role in the con-

tingency environment is that of being a
force multiplier. Many of you, if not all
of you, have stopped by our office to
take care of a personal finance issue.
Our goal is to make your problem our
problem, to be an aggressive liaison
between you and your home station
finance and to be in the solutions busi-
ness. Whether it's assisting you with an
accrual voucher to pay your govern-
ment travel card, or answer a question
about the U.S. Savings Deposit
Program, we don't want you to worry
about your personal finance matters.

It's a simple theory for us — FM
squared! We're proud to be part of a
world-class team that is "Finding Money"
to finance Combat Airpower for America
… Right Here, Right Now! Whether it's
tracking down a missing reenlistment
bonus or coming to someone's aid in an
emergency leave situation, we enjoy our
role as force multipliers. 

Are comptrollers needed in a contin-
gency environment? We certainly think
so and we hope you do as well.
Remember, the next time you wonder if
332nd Finance can help you, think of
our simple theory of FM2 — we're
doing our part behind the scenes so you
can do your part out front.     

CPTS employs FM2 theory
By Lt. Col. Kyle Kuhn
332nd AEW comptroller

The knit cap may be worn if cold
weather gear is layered under the
shirt or an outer garment is worn dur-
ing inclement weather. Wear the sides
of the cap down to cover the ears to
the maximum extent possible.
Guidelines on knit cap wear can be
found in 332nd Air Expeditionary
Wing Instruction 36-2903 [Dress and
Personal Appearance Standards],
section two.

Balad Balad AB Religious ScheduleAB Religious Schedule
Protestant - Traditional
Sundays
9:30 a.m. Provider Chapel, 10 a.m. Freedom
Chapel, 5:30 p.m. Tuskegee Chapel
Protestant - Gospel
Sundays
11 a.m. - Sustainer Indoor Theater, 11:30 Freedom
Chapel, 7 p.m. - Provider Chapel
Protestant- Praise and Worship
Sundays
9:30 a.m. Sustainer Indoor Theater, 6:30 p.m. Moral
and Warfare Recreation Tent 29th SPT BN
Sundays and Wednesdays
7 p.m. Freedom Chapel
Protestant - Contemporary
Sundays
10 a.m. 299th FSB Tent Chapel, 11 a.m. Town Hall 
Latter Day Saints
Sundays
1p.m. Provider Chapel, 7 p.m. Tuskegee Chapel
Liturgical- Protestant
Sundays

7:30 a.m. Hospital, 8 a.m. Provider Chapel
Samoan Congregational Service
Sundays
4 p.m. Provider Chapel
Roman Catholic Mass
Mondays through Fridays
7 p.m. Tuskegee Chapel
Saturdays
5 p.m. Tuskegee Chapel (4:45 p.m. Reconciliation)
Sundays
8:30 a.m. Freedom Chapel, 9 a.m. Tuskegee
Chapel, 11 a.m. Provider Chapel, 3:30 p.m. “626”
Chapel (for Special Ops personnel only)
Church of Christ
Sunday
2 p.m. Tuskegee Chapel
Islamic Prayer
Fridays
1:30 p.m. Provider Chapel
Jewish Prayer
Fridays
6:30 p.m. Provider Chapel Annex
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Schedule is subject to change
Today 
4 p.m. -  Harry Potter and the
Goblet of Fire(Premiere showing)
8 p.m. - Harry Potter 4
Midnight - Harry Potter 4

Saturday, Dec. 3
4 p.m. - Harry Potter 4
8 p.m. - Harry Potter 4
Midnight - Harry Potter 4

Sunday, Dec. 4
Harry Potter marathon
11:30 a.m. - Harry Potter 1, 2 and 3 
8 p.m. - Harry Potter 4
Midnight - Harry Potter 4

Monday, Dec. 5
3 p.m. - Walk the Line

6 p.m. - Flightplan 
9 p.m. - Harry Potter 4

Tuesday, Dec. 6
3 p.m. - Tim Burton’s Corpse Bride
(Premiere showing)
6 p.m. - Walk the Line
9 p.m. - Harry Potter 4

Wednesday, Dec. 7
3 p.m. - Flightplan
6 p.m. - Just Like Heaven
9 p.m. - Harry Potter 4

Thursday, Dec. 8
3 p.m. - The Exorcism of Emily
Rose 
6 p.m. - Walk the Line
9 p.m. - Harry Potter 4

Know what this is?

If you can identify the object, send us an e-mail at 
redtailflyer@blab.centaf.af.mil. Last week’s photo was
first identified by Tech. Sgt. Stephan Wilson, 
332nd Expeditionary Security Forces Squadron, as a
c-clamp.

Silent Heroes
Photo by Staff Sgt. Tammie Moore

Airman 1st Class Alex Potts, 332nd Exped-
itionary Security Forces Squadron, is this week’s
“Silent Hero.” He was chosen because of his
immediate response to a suspicious package he
spotted inside of a vehicle, said Command Chief
Master Sgt. Layton Clark, 332nd Air
Expeditionary Wing command chief.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Tammie Moore


